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CHAPTER IN REvIEw

1 America in the Twenty-First Century

KEY TERMS
authority The ability to exercise power, 
such as the power to make and enforce 
laws. 4

autocracy A form of government in which 
the power and authority of the government 
are in the hands of a single person. 7

capitalism An economic system based 
on the private ownership of wealth-
producing property, free markets, and 
freedom of contract. The privately owned 
corporation is the preeminent capitalist 
institution. 12

conservatism A set of beliefs that 
includes a limited role for the national 
government in helping individuals and 
in the economic affairs of the nation 
and support for traditional values and 
lifestyles. 15

conservative movement A strongly 
ideological movement that arose in the 
1950s and 1960s and continues to shape 
conservative beliefs. 10

democracy A system of government in 
which the people have ultimate political 
authority. The word is derived from the 
Greek demos (“the people”) and kratia 
(“rule”). 7

dictatorship A form of government in 
which absolute power is exercised by an 
individual or group whose power is not 
supported by tradition. 7

direct democracy A system of govern-
ment in which political decisions are made 
by the people themselves rather than 
by elected representatives. This form of 
government was practiced in some parts 
of ancient Greece. 8

divine right theory A theory that a mon-
arch’s right to rule was derived directly 
from God rather than from the consent of 
the people. 7

equality A concept that holds, at a mini-
mum, that all people are entitled to equal 
protection under the law. 12

government The individuals and institu-
tions that make society’s rules and also 
possess the power and authority to 
enforce those rules. 3

ideology Generally, a system of political 
ideas that are rooted in religious or philo-
sophical beliefs concerning human nature, 
society, and government. 15

institution An ongoing organization that 
performs certain functions for society. 3

liberalism A set of political beliefs that 
include the advocacy of active govern-
ment, including government intervention 

SuMMARY
LearningOutcome 1–1 Explain what is meant by the terms politics and govern-
ment. 1 Resolving conflicts over how the society should use its scarce resources 
and who should receive various benefits is the essence of politics. 2 Government—
the individuals and institutions that make society’s rules and that also possess the 
power and authority to enforce those rules—resolves social conflicts, provides public 
 services, and defends the nation and its culture against attacks by other nations.

LearningOutcome 1–2 Identify the various types of government systems. 
3 Authoritarian rule by an individual is called autocracy. Monarchs are hereditary 
autocrats. A dictatorship is authoritarian rule by an individual or group unsup-
ported by tradition. 4 Democracy is a system of government in which the people 
have ultimate political authority. In a representative democracy, the will of the 
people is expressed through groups of individuals elected by the people to act 
as their representatives. 5 Other forms of government include aristocracy and 
plutocracy. In a theocracy, the government rules according to religious precepts.

LearningOutcome 1–3 Summarize some of the basic principles of American democ-
racy and the basic American political values. 6 In writing the U.S. Constitution, the 
framers incorporated two basic principles of government that had evolved in 
England: limited government and representative government. Our democracy 
resulted from a type of social contract among early Americans to create and abide 
by a set of governing rules. 7 American democracy is based on the principles of 
equality in voting, individual freedom, equal protection of the law, majority rule 
and minority rights, and collective voluntary consent to be governed. 8 The rights 
to liberty, equality, and property are fundamental political values shared by most 
Americans. 

LearningOutcome 1–4 Define common American ideological positions, such as 
“conservatism” and “liberalism.” 9 Often, assumptions as to what the govern-
ment’s role should be in promoting basic values help shape a person’s ideology. 
The emergence of the conservative movement in the 1950s and 1960s was essen-
tial to the development of modern American conservatism. Conservatives believe 
that individuals and families should take responsibility for their own economic 
circumstances, and they place a high value on the principle of order, on fam-
ily values, and on patriotism. Religious conservatives believe that government 
should reflect traditional religious values. While tracing its roots to the New Deal 
programs of Franklin D. Roosevelt, American liberalism took its modern form in 
the 1960s. Liberals, or progressives, argue that big government is a necessary tool 
for promoting the common welfare. Liberals also strongly favor the separation of 
church and state. Liberals identify with the Democratic Party, and conservatives 
identify themselves as Republicans. People whose views fall in the middle are 
generally called moderates. 10 Many Americans have mixed opinions that do not 
fit neatly under the liberal or conservative label. Some Americans, for example, 
are both economic progressives and social conservatives. To the left of liberalism 
on the ideological spectrum is socialism. Libertarians, on the right, oppose almost 
all forms of government regulation, not just the economic activities opposed by 
the conservative Tea Party movement. 
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 9. American democracy is based 
on five fundamental principles: 
equality in voting, individual 
freedom, equal protection of the 
law, majority rule and minority 
rights, and voluntary consent to 
be governed.   

 10. Which of the following best 
describes a social contract?

  ANS: b. A voluntary agreement 
among individuals to create a 
government and to give that 
government adequate power 
to secure the mutual protection 
and welfare of all individuals.

 11. Because of the political value of 
____, Article I, Section 9, of the 
U.S. Constitution prohibits the 
government from granting titles 
of nobility.

  ANS: a. equality

LearningOutcome 1–4
 12. When it comes to ideology, 

Americans are often placed in 
two broad political camps:  
conservatives and liberals. 

 13. People whose views fall in the 
middle of the traditional political 
spectrum are generally called 
moderates.

 14. Libertarians oppose almost 
all government regulation of 
the economy and government 
redistribution of income, while 
also opposing government 
involvement in issues of private 
morality.

 15. American liberalism took its fully 
modern form in the 

  ANS: a. 1960s, during the 
administration of Lyndon 
Johnson.

tsarina is the highest authority in the gov-
ernment. Monarchs usually obtain their 
power through inheritance. 7

natural rights Rights that are not 
bestowed by governments but are inher-
ent within every man, woman, and child 
by virtue of the fact that he or she is a 
human being. 11

parliament The name of the national 
legislative body in countries governed by 
a parliamentary system, such as Britain 
and Canada. 10

political culture The set of ideas, values, 
and attitudes about government and the 
political process held by a community or 
a nation. 11

politics The process of resolving conflicts 
over how society should use its scarce 
resources and who should receive various 
benefits, such as public health care and 
public higher education. 3

power The ability to influence the behav-
ior of others, usually through the use of 
force, persuasion, or rewards. 3

progressivism An alternative, more popu-
lar term for the set of political beliefs also 
known as liberalism. 17

public services Essential services that 
individuals cannot provide for themselves, 
such as building and maintaining roads, 
establishing welfare programs, operating 
public schools, and preserving national 
parks. 4

representative democracy A form 
of democracy in which the will of the 
majority is expressed through groups of 
individuals elected by the people to act as 
their representatives. 8

republic Essentially, a representative 
democracy in which there is no king or 
queen and the people are sovereign. 8

social conflict Disagreements among 
people in a society over what the society’s 
priorities should be. 3

social contract A voluntary agreement 
among individuals to create a government 
and to give that government adequate 
power to secure the mutual protection 
and welfare of all individuals. 10

socialism A political ideology that lies 
to the left of liberalism on the traditional 
political spectrum. Socialists are scarce in 
the United States, but common in many 
other countries. 18

Tea Party movement A grassroots 
conservative movement that arose in 2009 
after Barack Obama became president. 
The movement opposes big government 
and current levels of taxation, and also 
rejects political compromise. 18

Answers TO sTudy TOOls 
LearningOutcome 1–1
 1. Government can best be defined 

as the individuals and institutions 
that make society’s rules and also 
possess the power and authority 
to enforce those rules.

 2. Generally, in any country gov-
ernment serves at least three 
essential purposes: it resolves 
conflicts, provides public ser-
vices, and defends the nation 
and its culture against attacks by 
other nations.

 3. Political scientist Harold Lasswell 
defined ____ as the process of 
determining “who gets what, 
when, and how” in a society.

  ANS: c. politics

LearningOutcome 1–2
 4. In an autocracy, the power and 

authority of the government are 
in the hands of a single person.

 5. In a representative  democracy, 
the will of the majority is 
expressed through groups 
of individuals elected by 
the people to act as their 
representatives.

  6. The system of government in the 
United States is best described 
as a ____ democracy.

  ANS: b. presidential
 7. In a(n) ____, there is no separa-

tion of church and state. Rather, 
the government rules according 
to religious precepts.

  ANS: c. theocracy

LearningOutcome 1–3
 8. The philosopher John Locke 

argued that people are born 
with natural rights to life, liberty, 
and property.

to improve the welfare of individuals and 
to protect civil rights. 16

libertarianism The belief that govern-
ment should do as little as possible, 
not only in the economic sphere, but 
also in regulating morality and personal 
behavior. 18

liberty The freedom of individuals to 
believe, act, and express themselves as 
they choose so long as doing so does not 
infringe on the rights of other individuals 
in the society. 12

limited government A form of govern-
ment based on the principle that the 
powers of government should be clearly 
limited either through a written document 
or through wide public understanding. 
It is characterized by institutional checks 
to ensure that government serves public 
rather than private interests. 10

moderates Persons whose views fall in 
the middle of the political spectrum. 17

monarchy A form of autocracy in which 
a king, queen, emperor, empress, tsar, or 




