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KEY TERMS
cabinet An advisory group selected 
by the president to assist with decision 
making. Traditionally, the cabinet has 
consisted of the heads of the executive 
departments and other officers whom the 
president may choose to appoint. 287

chief diplomat The role of the president 
in recognizing and interacting with foreign 
governments. 274

chief executive The head of the execu
tive branch of government, in the United 
States, the president. 272

chief of staff The person who directs the 
operations of the White House Office and 
who advises the president on important 
matters. 289

commander in chief The supreme com
mander of a nation’s military force. 273

diplomat A person who represents one 
country in dealing with representatives of 
another country. 273

executive agreement A binding inter
national agreement, or pact, that is made 
between the president and another head 
of state and that does not require Senate 
approval. 283

Executive Office of the President (EOP)  
A group of staff agencies that assist the 
president in carrying out major duties. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt established the 
EOP in 1939 to cope with the increased 
responsibilities brought on by the Great 
Depression. 288

executive order A presidential order to 
carry out a policy or policies described in 
a law passed by Congress. 282

executive privilege An inherent execu
tive power claimed by presidents to with
hold information from, or to refuse to 
appear before, Congress or the courts. 
The president can also accord the privi
lege to other executive officials. 287

head of state The person who serves 
as the ceremonial head of a country’s 
government and represents that country 
to the rest of the world. 273

kitchen cabinet The name given to a 
president’s unofficial advisers. The term 
was coined during Andrew Jackson’s 
presidency. 288

National Security Council (NSC) A coun
cil that advises the president on domestic 
and foreign matters concerning the safety 
and defense of the nation; established in 
1947. 290

SuMMaRY

LearningOutcome 12–1 List the constitutional requirements for becoming presi-
dent. 1 Article II of the Constitution sets forth relatively few requirements for becom
ing president. A person must be a natural born citizen, at least thirtyfive years of 
age, and a resident within the United States for at least fourteen years.

LearningOutcome 12–2 Explain the roles that a president adopts while in office. 
2 In the course of exercising his or her powers, the president performs a variety 
of roles. The president is the nation’s chief executive—the head of the executive 
branch—and enforces laws and federal court decisions. The president leads the 
nation’s armed forces as commander in chief. As head of state, the president performs 
ceremonial activities as a personal symbol of the nation. As chief diplomat, the presi
dent directs U.S. foreign policy and is the nation’s most important representative in 
dealing with foreign governments. The president has become the chief legislator, 
informing Congress about the condition of the country and recommending legisla
tive measures. As political party leader, the president chooses the chairperson of his 
or her party’s national committee, attends party fundraisers, and exerts influence 
within the party by using presidential appointment powers.

LearningOutcome 12–3 Indicate the scope of presidential powers. 3 The 
Constitution gives the president specific powers, such as the power to negotiate 
treaties, to grant reprieves and pardons, and to veto bills passed by Congress. The 
president also has inherent powers—powers that are necessary to carry out the 
constitutional duties of the presidency. 4 Several presidents have greatly expanded 
presidential powers. The president, for example, is now expected to develop a 
legislative program. The president’s political skills, the ability to persuade others, 
and the strategy of “going public” all play a role in determining legislative success. 
5 The president’s executive authority has been expanded by the use of  executive 
orders and signing statements, and the ability to make executive  agreements has 
enhanced presidential power in foreign affairs. As commander in chief, the presi
dent can respond quickly to a military threat without waiting for congressional 
action, and since 1945, the president has been responsible for deciding if and when 
to use nuclear weapons.

LearningOutcome 12–4 Describe advantages enjoyed by Congress and by the pres-
ident in their institutional relationship. 6 Congress has the advantage over the presi
dent in the areas of legislative authorization, the regulation of foreign and interstate 
commerce, and some budgetary matters. The president has the advantage over 
Congress in dealing with a national crisis, in setting foreign policy, and in influencing 
public opinion. 7 The relationship between Congress and the president is affected 
by their different constituencies and election cycles, and the fact that the president 
is limited to two terms in office. Their relationship is also affected when government 
is divided, with at least one house of Congress controlled by a different party than 
the White House.

LearningOutcome 12–5 Discuss the organization of the executive branch and the 
role of cabinet members in presidential administrations. 8 The heads of the fifteen 
executive departments are members of the president’s cabinet. The president may 
add other officials to the cabinet as well. In general, presidents usually don’t rely 
on the advice of the formal cabinet. Department heads are often more responsive 
to the wishes of their own staffs, to their own political ambitions, or to obtaining 
resources for their departments. 9 Since 1939, top advisers and assistants in the 
Executive Office of the President (EOP) have helped the president carry out major 
duties. Some of the most important staff agencies in the EOP are the White House 
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Office, the Office of Management and Budget, and the National Security Council. In 
recent years, the responsibilities of the vice president have grown immensely, and 
the vice president has become one of the most important of the president’s advisers.

Fill-In
 1.  the legal profession 

(LearningOutcome 12–1)
 2. commander in chief 

(LearningOutcome 12–2)
 3. chief legislator 

(LearningOutcome 12–2)
 4. presidential orders to carry 

out policies described in 
laws passed by Congress 
(LearningOutcome 12–3)

 5. War Powers Resolution 
(LearningOutcome 12–3)

 6. an inherent executive power 
claimed by presidents to 
withhold information from, or 
to refuse to appear before, 
Congress or the courts 
(LearningOutcome 12–4)

Answers TO sTudy TOOls QuIz
 7. the heads of the execu

tive departments and other 
officials whom the presi
dent may choose to appoint 
(LearningOutcome 12–5)

 8. White House Office, the Office 
of Management and Budget, 
and the National Security 
Council (LearningOutcome 12–5)

Multiple Choice
 9. c. (LearningOutcome 12–1)
 10. c. (LearningOutcome 12–2)
 11. a. (LearningOutcome 12–2)
 12. a. (LearningOutcome 12–3)
 13. a. (LearningOutcome 12–3)
 14. b. (LearningOutcome 12–4)
 15. c. (LearningOutcome 12–5)

Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) An agency in the Executive Office 
of the President that has the primary duty 
of assisting the president in preparing 
and supervising the administration of the 
federal budget. 290

patronage The practice by which elected 
officials give government jobs to individu
als who helped them gain office. 275

press secretary A member of the White 
House staff who holds news conferences 
for reporters and makes public statements 
for the president. 289

signing statement A written statement, 
appended to a bill at the time the presi
dent signs it into law, indicating how the 
president interprets that legislation. 282

treaty A formal agreement between 
the governments of two or more 
countries. 276

veto A Latin word meaning “I forbid”; the 
refusal by an official, such as the president 
of the United States or a state governor, 
to sign a bill into law. 277

Watergate scandal A scandal involv
ing an illegal breakin at the Democratic 
National Committee offices in 1972 by 
members of President Nixon’s reelection 
campaign staff. Before Congress could 
vote to impeach Nixon for his participa
tion in covering up the breakin, Nixon 
resigned from the presidency. 287

White House Office The personal office 
of the president. White House Office 
personnel handle the president’s political 
needs and manage the media, among 
other duties. 288




