
3

2
CHAPTER IN REvIEw

KEY TERMS
Anti-Federalists A political group that 
opposed the adoption of the Constitution 
because of the document’s centralist 
tendencies and because it did not include 
a bill of rights. 37

Articles of Confederation The nation’s 
first national constitution, which estab-
lished a national form of government 
following the American Revolution. The 
Articles provided for a confederal form of 
government in which the central govern-
ment had few powers. 30

bicameral legislature A legislature made 
up of two chambers, or parts. The United 
States has a bicameral legislature com-
posed of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate. 35

Bill of Rights The first ten amendments 
to the U.S. Constitution. They list the free-
doms—such as the freedoms of speech, 
press, and religion—that a citizen enjoys 
and that cannot be infringed on by the 
government. 25

checks and balances A major principle 
of American government in which each of 
the three branches is given the means to 
check (to restrain or balance) the actions 
of the others. 42

commerce clause The clause in Article I, 
Section 8, of the Constitution that gives 
Congress the power to regulate interstate 
commerce (commerce involving more 
than one state). 40

confederation A league of independent 
states that are united only for the purpose 
of achieving common goals. 30

Constitutional Convention The conven-
tion (meeting) of delegates from the 
states that was held in Philadelphia in 
1787 for the purpose of amending the 
Articles of Confederation. In fact, the del-
egates wrote a new constitution (the U.S. 
Constitution) that established a federal 
form of government to replace the gov-
ernmental system that had been created 
by the Articles of Confederation. 33

faction A group of persons forming a 
cohesive minority. 38

Federalists A political group, led by 
Alexander Hamilton and John Adams, 
that supported the adoption of the 
Constitution and the creation of a federal 
form of government. 37

federal system A form of government 
that provides for a division of powers 
between a central government and sev-
eral regional governments. In the United 

SuMMARY
LearningOutcome 2–1 Point out some of the influences on the American political 
tradition in the colonial years. 1 American politics owes much to the English politi-
cal tradition, but the colonists derived most of their understanding about limited 
government and representative government from their own experiences. In 1620, 
the Pilgrims drew up the Mayflower Compact, in which they set up a government 
and promised to obey its laws. Other colonies, in turn, established fundamental 
governing rules and principles that were later expressed in the U.S. Constitution 
and Bill of Rights. 2 Colonial leaders became familiar with the practical problems 
of governing. They learned how to build coalitions among groups with diverse 
interests and how to make compromises.

LearningOutcome 2–2 Explain why the American colonies rebelled against Britain. 
3 After the Seven Years’ War (1756–1763), the British Parliament sought to pay its 
war debts and to finance the defense of its North American empire by imposing 
taxes on the colonists. 4 The colonists protested, and Britain responded with even 
more repressive measures. The colonists established the First Continental Congress 
and petitioned King George III to explain their grievances. The congress called 
for a continued boycott of British goods and required each colony to establish an 
army. 5 Soon after British soldiers fought colonial citizen soldiers in the first battles 
of the American Revolution in 1775, delegates gathered for the Second Continental 
Congress, which assumed the powers of a central government. The congress 
adopted the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776.

LearningOutcome 2–3 Describe the structure of government established by the 
Articles of Confederation and some of the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles. 
6 The Articles of Confederation established the Congress of the Confederation as 
the central governing body. It was a unicameral assembly in which each state had 
one vote. Congress had several powers, including the power to declare war, to 
enter into treaties, and to settle disputes among the states under certain circum-
stances. Nevertheless, the central government created by the Articles was weak. 
Congress could not force the states to meet military quotas. It could not regulate 
commerce between the states or with other nations. There was no national judicial 
system and no executive branch. 7 Disruptions such as Shays’ Rebellion persuaded 
American leaders that a true national government had to be created. Congress 
called on the states to send delegates to a meeting in Philadelphia in 1787 that 
became the Constitutional Convention.

LearningOutcome 2–4  List some of the major compromises made by the delegates 
at the Constitutional Convention, and discuss the Federalist and Anti-Federalist posi-
tions on ratifying the Constitution. 8 Delegates resolved the small-state/large-state 
controversy over representation in Congress with the Great Compromise, which 
established a bicameral legislature. The three-fifths compromise settled a deadlock 
on how slaves would be counted to determine representation in the House of 
Representatives. The delegates also agreed that Congress could prohibit the 
importation of slaves beginning in 1808. The South agreed to let Congress have 
the power to regulate both interstate commerce and commerce with other nations 
in exchange for a ban on export taxes. 9 Federalists favored a strong central gov-
ernment and the new Constitution. Anti-Federalists argued that the Constitution 
would lead to aristocratic tyranny or an overly powerful central government that 
would limit personal freedom. To gain support for ratification, the Federalists 
promised to add a bill of rights to the Constitution. 

LearningOutcome 2–5 Summarize the Constitution’s major principles of govern-
ment, and describe how the Constitution can be amended. 10 The Constitution incor-
porated the principles of limited government, popular sovereignty, and rule of 
law. A federal system, in which the national government shares powers with the 
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 8. bill of rights (Learning 
Outcome 2–4)

 9. separation of powers. (Learning 
Outcome 2–5)

 10. president’s veto power, the 
power of judicial review, and 
staggered terms of office. 
(Learning Outcome 2–5)

Multiple Choice
 11. C (Learning Outcome 2–1)
 12. B (Learning Outcome 2–1)
 13. B (Learning Outcome 2–3)
 14. A (Learning Outcome 2–4)
 15. A (Learning Outcome 2–5)

Answers TO sTudy TOOls Quiz
Fill-in

 1. Mayflower Compact (Learning 
Outcome 2–1)

 2. imposing taxes on the American 
colonists and exercising more 
direct control over colonial trade. 
(Learning Outcome 2–2) 

 3. Sugar Act, the Stamp Act, and 
taxes on glass, paint, and lead. 
(Learning Outcome 2–2) 

 4. Congress of the Confederation 
(Learning Outcome 2–3)

 5. Shays’ Rebellion (Learning 
Outcome 2–3)

 6. House of Representatives 
and the Senate. (Learning 
Outcome 2–4)

 7. “Treason, Bribery, or other high 
Crimes and Misdemeanors” 
(Learning Outcome 2–4)

state governments, was established. Separation of powers and a system of checks 
and balances ensures that no one branch—legislative, executive, or judicial—can 
exercise exclusive control. 11 An amendment to the Constitution can be proposed 
either by a two-thirds vote in each chamber of Congress or by a national conven-
tion called at the request of two-thirds of the state legislatures. Ratification of an 
amendment requires either approval by three-fourths of the state legislatures or by 
three-fourths of the states in special conventions.

States, the division of powers between 
the national government and the states is 
established by the Constitution. 40

First Continental Congress A gathering 
of delegates from twelve of the thirteen 
colonies, held in 1774 to protest the 
Coercive Acts. 28

Great Compromise A plan for a bicam-
eral legislature in which one chamber 
would be based on population and the 
other chamber would represent each 
state equally. The plan, also known as the 
Connecticut Compromise, resolved the 
small-state/large-state controversy. 35

interstate commerce Trade that involves 
more than one state. 36

Madisonian Model The model of gov-
ernment devised by James Madison, in 
which the powers of the government are 
separated into three branches: legislative, 
executive, and judicial. 41

Mayflower Compact A document drawn 
up by Pilgrim leaders in 1620 on the ship 
Mayflower. The document stated that laws 
were to be made for the general good of 
the people. 25

rule of law A basic principle of govern-
ment that requires those who govern to 
act in accordance with established law. 40

Second Continental Congress The 
congress of the colonies that met in 1775 
to assume the powers of a central govern-
ment and to establish an army. 28

separation of powers The principle of 
dividing governmental powers among the 
legislative, the executive, and the judicial 
branches of government. 42

Shays’ Rebellion A rebellion of angry 
farmers in western Massachusetts in 1786, 
led by former Revolutionary War captain 
Daniel Shays. This rebellion and other 
similar uprisings in the New England 
states emphasized the need for a true 
national government. 32

three-fifths compromise A compro-
mise reached during the Constitutional 
Convention by which three-fifths of  
all slaves were to be counted for pur-
poses of representation in the House of 
Representatives. 35

tyranny The arbitrary or unrestrained 
exercise of power by an oppressive indi-
vidual or government. 39

unicameral legislature A legislature with 
only one chamber. 30

veto power A constitutional power that 
enables the chief executive (president or 
governor) to reject legislation and return 
it to the legislature with reasons for the 
rejection. This prevents or at least delays 
the bill from becoming law. 42




